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IEC standardization work to faciliate 
access to electricity

IEC is active in developing international standards and technical 
specifications relating to rural electrification and electricity access. 
There are three committees working in this area: the systems 
committee on low voltage direct current and low voltage direct 
current for electricity access (SyC LVDC), the technical committee 
on solar photovoltaic energy systems (TC 82), and the technical 
committee on electrical installations and protection against 
electric shock (TC 64).

The following publications related to rural electrification were 
issued by TC 82: Solar photovoltaic energy systems, since our last 
report:

IEC TS 62257-7-4:2019, Edition 1.0 (2019-05-24), Recommen-
dations for renewable energy and hybrid systems for rural elec-
trification – Part 7-4: Generators – Integration of solar with other 
forms of power generation within hybrid power systems

IEC TS 62257-9-6:2019, Edition 2.0 (2019-09-26), Renewable 
energy and hybrid systems for rural electrification – Part 9-6:  
Integrated systems – Recommendations for selection of Photovol-
taic Individual Electrification Systems (PV-IES)

IEC TS 62257-9-7:2019, Edition 1.0 (2019-10-14), Renewable 
energy and hybrid systems for rural electrification – Part 9-7: 
Recommendations for selection of inverters

TC 82/JWG 1 is presently changing the structure of the 62257 
series (photovoltaic off-grid systems, including decentralized rural 
electrification and hybrid systems) to make the document parts 
of the series more user friendly for users that require standards/
guidance for electricity access.

IEC Regional Centre activities and regional 
collaboration

Introduction
—

IEC has six administrative offices around the world – an office on 
every continent. The IEC activities in developing and industrializing 
countries are managed by three of the regional offices, IEC-AFRC 
in Nairobi, Kenya, IEC-APRC in Singapore, and IEC-LARC in São 
Paulo, Brazil, in coordination with the IEC Central Office in Geneva, 
Switzerland.

IEC Africa Regional Centre
—

The IEC Africa Regional Centre (IEC-AFRC), located in Nairobi, 
Kenya, is the focal point for IEC on the African continent, helping 
to promote awareness of IEC in the region, increase the use of  
IEC International Standards and IEC Conformity Assessment 
Systems, and enhance participation in IEC activities thus bringing 
value to the countries in the region. 

Since our previous report, IEC-AFRC Regional Directors visited 
IEC Central Office for the annual training and updates held from 
24-28 June 2019. Discussions and updates held with colleagues 
from the Central Office in Geneva concerned the following:

 Mentoring Programme 
 meetings to be planned during IEC General Meeting in 

Shanghai, China 
 support for African countries applying for associate 

membership 
 cooperation agreements with Regional Economic 

Communities (RECs) in Africa
 update on the ongoing standardization activities
 ACAS e-learning (possibilities to have a French version or at 

least have the quiz in French)

This report to the WTO Technical Barriers to Trade Committee highlights the activities of IEC, its members, affiliates and regional centres, 
related to increasing the participation of developing and industrializing countries in IEC international standardization and conformity 
assessment activities.

IEC activities in developing and 
industrializing countries
June – November 2019
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 development of solutions for developing countries in terms of 
capacity building activities

 discussions on Affiliate forum, Affiliate NEC Secretaries and 
Chairs workshop and Workshop for industrializing countries 
(WIC) in Shanghai

IEC-AFRC participated in a two days’ workshop on emotional 
intelligence for leaders. IEC-AFRC also updated Central Office 
staff on the activities and results achieved since its inauguration 
in 2015.

From 19-21 June 2019, IEC-AFRC participated in the African 
Organisation for Standardisation (ARSO) General Assembly held 
in Nairobi, Kenya. The meeting was attended by representatives 
from ARSO Member States and many partners and supporting 
organizations. 

This General Assembly came after the signing of the African 
Continental Free Trade Area Agreement (AfCFTA) by 54 African 
countries and ratification by 25 African countries, exceeding the 
threshold on ratification to enable the agreement to enter into 
force by 30 May 2019, and the subsequent implementation phase 
beginning July 2019, after the Extraordinary Summit of Heads 
of State and Government held on 7 July 2019 in Niamey, Niger. 
The theme of the ARSO GA was The role of quality infrastructure 
within a free trade area. IEC-AFRC took this opportunity to give an 
overview of African countries participation in IEC activities and the 
ways in which their full participation could help the implementation 
of the AfCFTA in terms of facilitating the harmonization process for 
standards and conformity assessment procedures. The General 
Assembly reported on ARSO activities and elected officials in the 
different boards and committees.

From 24-25 July 2019, IEC-AFRC attended the 7th meeting of 
the African Electrotechnical Standardization Commission (AFSEC) 
Conformity Assessment Committee (CAC) and its 9th Management 
Committee (MC) meeting and the 1st AFSEC special General 
Assembly. 

For the CAC meeting, discussions were held on the need to 
create awareness on the benefits of conformity assessment in 
Africa. IEC-AFRC encouraged the CAC members to take up the 
ACAS e-learning courses and to encourage their stakeholders 
at the national level to do the same. Regarding the MC meeting, 
the agenda was made of the general report from the executive 
secretariat and the financial report by the treasurer. AFSEC 
regional representatives also gave report of their activities in the 
different regions and the AFSEC Concept Note was presented 
and discussed. The AFSEC special GA was dedicated exclusively 
to the election of AFSEC board members. The importance of 
standardization and conformity assessment activities to overcome 

the challenges for the AfCFTA was emphasized. Countries were 
encouraged to be fully involved in participating and using AFSEC 
recommended standards to support the AfCFTA. IEC-AFRC gave 
a congratulatory message for the launch of the AFSEC offices in 
Cairo, Egypt, and reiterated continued support by the IEC. 

From 15-18 September 2019, IEC-AFRC attended the Réseau 
Normalisation et Francophonie (RNF) General Assembly and ISO 
DEVCO meetings. 

RNF is an association of French speaking countries and institutions 
aimed to promote, through its members, the inter French countries 
cooperation for the use of standards and related activities to 
promote the economic development of the francophone world. 
The RNF GA reported on its activities and discussed ways to 
support the francophone participation in national, regional and 
international standardization and conformity assessment activities.  
IEC-AFRC updated participants on IEC activities and the need of 
a better involvement of French speaking countries from Africa in 
IEC.

The ISO DEVCO meetings reported on the progress of the DEVCO 
and discussed ways forward for the strategic plan 2020-2030. 
IEC-AFRC participated in the workshop on the twinning activities 
of DEVCO.

IEC Asia-Pacific Regional Centre
—

The IEC Asia-Pacific Regional Centre (IEC-APRC), located 
in Singapore, is the focal point for IEC, helping to promote 
awareness of IEC in the Asia-Pacific region, increase the use 
of IEC International Standards and IEC Conformity Assessment 
Systems, and enhance participation in IEC activities thus bringing 
value to the countries in the region. 

On 26 June 2019, IEC-APRC attended the World Metrology Day 
(WMD), World Accreditation Day (WAD) and World Standards Day 
(WSD) Forum in Hong Kong, China.

A presentation about the World Standards Day theme of Video 
standards create a global stage and the latest developments in the 
IEC relating to electromagnetic field (EMF) standards for 5G and 
its work on the Internet of Things and cyber security were shared 
by IEC-APRC Regional Director. This event, attended by 160 
people, was held and organized by the Innovation and Technology 
Commission (ITC), and covered in a newspaper supplement, 
further helping to promote awareness. IEC International Standards 
are also widely referred to by the regulators and stakeholders in 
Hong Kong. 
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From 8-10 July 2019, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Consultative Committee on Standards and Quality 
(ACCSQ) held a meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. IEC-APRC 
regularly participates at the regional meeting of the 10 ASEAN 
Member States, with the emphasis not only to share the latest 
developments in IEC but to meeting member states and explore 
means to strengthen their participation in IEC and facilitate the 
use of IEC Standards. ACCSQ is responsible for the harmonization 
of standards, conformity assessment procedures and technical 
regulations to facilitate trade in the region.

On 12 July 2019, at Smart Energy Singapore event, IEC 
Ambassador Richard Schomberg gave a talk on state-of-the-
art smart energy standardization developments at a roundtable 
session which was attended by senior stakeholders from the 
utilities companies and the Singapore IEC National Committee 
President and representatives. The talk covered latest 
developments in IEC Systems Committee on Smart energy and in 
IEC Technical Committee 8: System aspects of electrical energy 
supply.

From 16-18 July 2019, IEC-APRC presented at the North East 
Asia Standards Cooperation Forum (NEASF) in Takamatsu, Japan, 
which is an annual meeting of the management of standards 
organizations from China, Japan and Korea, together with their 
industry stakeholders. It was an excellent opportunity to promote 
the IEC and encourage deeper collaborations and participation. 
There were more than 120 delegates from the three economies 
at the forum.

At the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) workshop on 
ISO/IEC 17024 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 23-25 July 2019, IEC 
was represented by a representative of the IECEx (IEC System 
for Certification to Standards Relating to Equipment for Use in 
Explosive Atmospheres) Secretariat who shared information and 
experience about the IECEx System and its use of the standard in 
its scheme for certification of personnel competence.

A series of IEC promotion and training events took place from 
23-25 July in Malaysia. These events included training for 
National Committee (NC) secretariat staff, a seminar for current 
and potential stakeholders, and a Standard in a day boot camp, 
for new and potential experts, hosted by Standards Malaysia, 
the Secretariat of the IEC National Committee of Malaysia in 
Cyberjaya. IEC-APRC and IEC Academy & Capacity Building 
collaborated closely with Standards Malaysia to deliver the events. 
To encourage stakeholder participation in the development of 
international standards, senior industry experts from Malaysia 
also share their experience of participating in IEC standardization 
activities at the seminar, which drew more than 150 participants.

On 29 July 2019, a stakeholder training was held in Singapore. 
It was organized in collaboration with Enterprise Singapore, 
Secretariat of the IEC National Committee of Singapore. 50 
participants, including many who were new to developing 
IEC Standards attended the event. Best practices on IEC 
standardization process, tools and services and the collaboration 
platform were shared by IEC Academy & Capacity Building.

From 6-7 August 2019, IEC-APRC participated at Indo-Pacific 
Digital Trade Standardisation Initiative in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
The event was organized by Standards Australia under the 
Australian aid programme. This event targeted stakeholders 
from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka to have a clearer 
overview of international standardization, particularly relating to 
digital trade. IEC-APRC shared information and experience on IEC 
activities in this area and contributed to discussions to support the 
participants.

From 15-22 August 2019, APEC Sub-Committee on Standards 
and Conformance (SCSC) meeting was held in Puerto Varas, 
Chile. In addition to the meetings of the APEC SCSC and its APEC 
Joint Regulatory Advisory Committee (JRAC) (which is a meeting 
of regulators primarily on electrical safety), many workshops and 
seminars focusing on standards and conformance, with relation 
to trade facilitation were held during this period. These include 
the Good Regulatory Practice workshop, SCSC conference, JRAC 
workshop, amongst others. IEC-APRC and IEC-LARC Regional 
Directors participated actively and contributed to the events with 
speaking and other roles to support the objectives of standards 
and conformance supporting trade, while the President of the IEC 
National Committee of Chile attended and participated actively at 
the APEC JRAC meeting and workshop. 

On 3 and 4 September 2019, the 2nd ASEAN-Australia Digital 
Trade workshop was held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. IEC-APRC 
presented on IEC activities in this area, particularly on cyber 
security. The workshop is the second in a series of workshops 
supported and organized by Australia to enhance awareness and 
use of international standards in this sector.

The Pacific Regional Quality Infrastructure Initiative workshop 
took place in Nadi, Fiji, from 2 to 6 September 2019.  
IEC-APRC Regional Director participated to share information 
and experience on the IEC Affiliate Country Programme and IEC 
work in conformity assessment. The event which was attended by 
about 80 participants was organized by the Pacific Islands Forum 
Secretariat (PIFS) and is Phase I of the Pacific Regional Quality 
Infrastructure Initiative. It is the first time an event of this scale 
was organized for 15 Pacific Islands, among which, only Fiji and 
Papua New Guinea have joined the Affiliate Country Programme. 
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IEC will be working closely with potential stakeholders to help their 
respective country join and benefit from the programme.

IEC Latin America Regional Centre
—

The IEC Latin America Regional Centre (IEC-LARC), located in São 
Paulo, Brazil, is the focal point for IEC in Latin America, helping 
to promote awareness of IEC in the region, increase the use of  
IEC International Standards and IEC Conformity Assessment 
Systems, and enhance participation in IEC activities thus bringing 
value to the countries in the region. 

On June 2019, the IECEE (IEC System of Conformity Assessment 
Schemes for Electrotechnical Equipment and Components) held a 
certification management committee (CMC) meeting in Santiago, 
Chile. The goal of this meeting was to provide support to national 
certification bodies (NCBs) from Chile and Brazil by improving their 
level of knowledge for potential IECEE accreditation.

In July 2019, training workshops were organized in Lima, Peru 
and Mexico City, Mexico with the contribution of the respective 
IEC National Committees; and IEC-LARC participated in the FIEE, 
the International trade fair for the electrical and electronic industry 
and Abinee Tec Forum, in São Paulo, Brazil, as speaker in two 
different panels about IEC smart cities and IEC energy efficiency. 
During Abinee, the Brazilian Electrical and Electronics Industry 
Association, Regulatory Convergence Workshop, IEC-LARC 
gave an update on IEC International Standards and conformity 
assessment global and regional activities to representatives 
from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, the European Union and 
the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization 
(CENELEC).

In August 2019, IEC-LARC also attended APEC SCSC meetings, 
in Puerto Varas, Chile and participated in workshops about 
Cybersecurity and Standards to Respond to the Impacts of Climate 
Change on Infrastructure.

In September 2019, the XII Smart Grid Forum Latin America 
was held in São Paulo, Brazil. IEC-LARC was moderating the 
international panel about smart cities with representatives 
from Colombia, Italy and several Brazilian technology research 
institutes.

Later in September 2019, IEC-LARC travelled to Peru and gave 
a presentation on IEC activities at the Pan American Standards 
Commission (COPANT) Focal Group meeting, in Lima; presenting 
the IEC-LARC and COPANT collaboration project for better 

involvement of the region in IEC activities and attended a 
conference on electrical industry trends. It gave the opportunity 
to IEC-LARC to answer questions from the audience during 
the Peruvian Young Professionals Programme launch event in 
Lima. The panel focused on the importance of the IEC Young 
Professionals Programme and the importance of its development 
at the national level.
 
Finally, IEC-LARC attended the 2019 Forum of IEC National 
Committees of the Americas (FINCA) Annual Workshop and 
Meeting in Lima, supporting the workshop as speaker on 
Why gender is important in standardization and reporting on  
IEC-LARC activities for the last period to all IEC Full Members 
of the Americas, IEC Affiliates Dominican Republic, Ecuador and 
Honduras, and COPANT Executive Secretary.

Collaboration with the WTO
—

Through its regional centres IEC pursued its close collaboration 
with the WTO TBT Committee. The IEC-LARC Regional Director 
attended the WTO TBT Regional Workshop in Bogota, Colombia 
in October 2019, giving an update on the IEC standardization and 
conformity assessment activities and its importance and relevance 
for the compliance with the TBT agreement.
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IEC Affiliate Country Programme

The IEC Affiliate Country Programme is aimed at developing 
countries that do not yet have the necessary infrastructure and 
technical expertise to participate in IEC activities as a member. 
Participants join the programme free of charge on invitation by the 
IEC General Secretary and CEO. 

Nicaragua is new IEC Affiliate
After an invitation extended to Nicaragua to become part of the IEC 
Affiliate Country Programme, MIFIC, the Ministry of Development, 
Industry and Commerce, through DNM, the Directorate of 
Standardization and Metrology, expressed their interest in IEC 
activities. Nicaragua’s commitment to the programme became 
official with an IEC Affiliate Pledge signed in June 2019.

 173 countries are now part of the IEC family: 62 full 
members, 24 associate members and 87 affiliate countries

Update on participation
—

Since our last report, Ecuador has used its right, under the 
terms of the IEC Affiliate Country Programme, to take part in the  
IEC Standards development process by submitting two technical 
comments on IEC International Standards, both at CD (Committee 
Draft) stages. Ecuador’s comments are related to system aspects 
of electrical energy supply and smart energy. Both comments 
were forwarded for consideration to the secretariat of the related 
technical committees during the CD commenting stage.

The national adoption trend continues in developing countries 
which are part of the IEC Affiliate Country Programme. One country 
has declared additional national adoptions of IEC International 
Standards over the period: Botswana.

 Out of the 87 IEC affiliate countries, 33 benefit from the  
IEC Affiliate Plus status. This entitles them to 400 free copies 
of IEC International Standards for adoption instead of 200, 
and gives them priority if they wish to participate in the  
IEC Affiliate Mentoring Programme.

To date, 8 235 national adoptions of IEC International Standards 
have been declared under the terms of the IEC Affiliate Country 
Programme since its launch in 2001.

IEC conformity assessment activities

As an organization, IEC has two core pillars: international standard 
development and conformity assessment (CA). From its origins in 
1906, IEC is well known for its standards development work in 
the electrotechnology sectors. However, in support of standards 
development, IEC has also been operating conformity assessment 
activities for over 40 years by providing the framework and 
systems that support an internationally accepted standardized 
way of conducting testing, inspection and certification of 
equipment, components, processes and assessment of competent 
persons. This is facilitated by the operation of CA schemes and 
programmes being run within dedicated IEC CA Systems:

 IECEE covering equipment, components, electromagnetic 
compatibility (EMC), via the certification bodies (CB) scheme, 
www.iecee.org 

 IECEx covering equipment, components, services and 
personnel certification in the explosive atmospheres domain, 
www.iecex.com 

 IECQ covering electronic components and processes 
associated with the supply chain, www.iecq.org 

 IECRE covering equipment, components and systems for the 
renewable energy sectors, www.iecre.org 

Under the IEC CA Systems, test reports and certificates are issued 
by professional testing laboratories and certification bodies, 
respectively. These test reports and certificates can be used as 
part of a national quality infrastructure (NQI) to prove compliance 
with national regulations based on IEC International Standards. 
Using IEC certificates as part of the NQI is a good option as it 
is free of cost and provides strong confidence in the products 
entering the national market. It is for this reason that the IEC 
CA Systems, and the services they provide, are gaining greater 
attention and use among developing and industrializing countries.

IEC affiliate conformity assessment status ACAS
—

As part of its commitment to involve developing countries in 
all aspects of IEC work, including IEC Conformity Assessment 
Systems, IEC is pleased to announce that Gambia has signed the 
ACAS Declaration. This will allow users in this country to benefit 
from capacity building resources in the field of IEC conformity 
assessment activities, including access to the ACAS e-learning 
course.
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83rd IEC General Meeting 2019 in 
Shanghai, China, 21-25 October

The IEC annual general meeting includes management meetings 
such as IEC Council, IEC Standardization Management Board 
(SMB) and IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB), as well as 
a vast technical platform for IEC international experts to meet 
and work on their ongoing projects. IEC affiliate delegates can 
attend any technical meeting of their choice as observers, upon 
confirmation given by the technical committee’s officers. The IEC 
general meeting provides IEC affiliates with the opportunity to 
become more familiar with the development of IEC International 
Standards and to meet IEC international experts. 

The theme of the 83rd IEC General Meeting was Better Quality 
Better Lives. Some events were dedicated to IEC membership. 
This is the case of the National Committee (NC) Presidents forum, 
the NC Secretaries workshop and the TC/SC officers forum. These 
meetings are held during each general meeting and give IEC NC 
and TC officers the opportunity to exchange and to share their 
experience. 

In order to encourage the participation of the next generation of 
experts in IEC activities, the IEC Young Professionals Programme 
organizes a series of activities and workshops during the general 
meeting. In Shanghai, young professionals had the opportunity to 
meet with IEC experts and to get an insight into IEC standardization 
and conformity assessment activities. It was also an opportunity 
for networking with professionals from all over the world.

For IEC affiliates, in addition to the opportunity to network and to 
attend a wide range of topical meetings and seminars, there were 
a series of specific affiliate events that delegates could attend, 
each focused on different aspects. The Affiliate forum and Affiliate 
NEC Secretaries and Chairs workshop and the Workshop for 
industrializing countries were open to all delegates.

The 87 IEC affiliate countries were all invited to attend the 83rd 

IEC General Meeting, and reports on each affiliate events will be 
provided with the next report in early 2020.

IEC Academy activities

IEC Academy is the central unit regarding training and capacity 
building for IEC National Committees, technical committees, 
affiliate countries, young professionals and conformity assessment. 

In order to enable a broad participation of countries, the  
IEC Academy holds live webinar events twice in one day for 
different time zones. These webinars are also recorded and 
available for downloading at a convenient time. Webinars are 
popular among IEC experts and their national counterparts. In 
particular, the webinars have helped increase the participation of 
IEC Affiliate countries that are interested in developing knowledge 
on international standardization and conformity assessment. All 
webinars are available at www.iec.ch/academy.

The IEC Academy held a workshop at the IEC General Meeting in 
Shanghai to showcase and discuss its new learning management 
system (LMS) and a new approach to teaching standardization, 
the IEC Academy Standard in a day boot camp. More details of 
these new tools and approaches will be provided in the next report 
in early 2020.
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Useful brochures/flyers

The IEC and the Sustainable Development Goals
—

Often behind-the-scenes but nevertheless crucial, the work of 
the IEC directly impacts 16 of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals set by the UN. The brochure The IEC and the Sustainable 
Development Goals provides a summary, goal-by-goal, of how IEC 
International Standards and Conformity Assessment Systems are 
making a difference. 

Secrets of effective participation
—

The aim of this pocket guide is to give you general pointers that 
can accelerate your learning curve and hopefully increase the 
efficiency of your participation.

IEC Affiliate Mentoring: a gateway to new 
markets
—

The purpose of the IEC Affiliate Mentoring Programme is to 
enhance participation at all levels (standards development, 
management, conformity assessment) by encouraging national 
committees to share their expertise with developing countries who 
participate in the IEC Affiliate Country Programme.

Welcome to the IEC
—

A useful flyer to help communicate about IEC. It gives a basic 
overview of IEC structure, work and partnerships. Do not hesitate 
to download or ask for hard copies.

https://basecamp.iec.ch/download/welcome-to-the-iec-flyer/
https://basecamp.iec.ch/download/secrets-of-effective-participation/
https://basecamp.iec.ch/download/iec-affiliate-mentoring-a-gateway-to-new-markets/
https://basecamp.iec.ch/download/brochure-contributing-to-sustainable-development-goals-en/
https://basecamp.iec.ch/download/brochure-contributing-to-sustainable-development-goals-en/
https://basecamp.iec.ch/download/secrets-of-effective-participation/
https://basecamp.iec.ch/download/iec-affiliate-mentoring-a-gateway-to-new-markets/
https://basecamp.iec.ch/download/welcome-to-the-iec-flyer/
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Key figures

86 
national committees with  
full members (62) and associate  
members (24) 

87 
affiliates with adoption (50),  
with NEC (59) 

207 
technical committees (107) and  
subcommittees (100) 

20 000  
experts from industry, test and  
research labs, government,  
academia and consumer groups 

10 771  
international standards  
in catalogue (as per 2019-01-01) 

4  
global conformity assessment 
systems 

>1 million  
conformity assessment certificates 
issued 

About the IEC

A global network of 172 countries
that covers 99% of world population and 

electricity generation

Offers an affiliate country programme 
to encourage developing countries to 
participate in IEC work free of charge

Develops international standards and 
runs four conformity assessment systems 

to verify that electronic and electrical 
products work safely and as they are 

intended to

IEC International Standards represent a 
global consensus of state-of-the-art 

know-how and expertise

A not-for-profit organization enabling 
global trade and universal electricity 

access

The IEC, headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland, is the world’s leading publisher 
of international standards for electrical 
and electronic technologies. It is a global, 
independent, not-for-profit, membership 
organization (funded by membership fees 
and sales). The IEC includes 172 countries 
that represent 99% of world population and 
energy generation. 

The IEC provides a worldwide, neutral 
and independent platform where 20 000 
experts from the private and public 
sectors cooperate to develop state-of-
the-art, globally relevant IEC International 
Standards. These form the basis for testing 
and certification, and support economic 
development, protecting people and the 
environment. 

IEC work impacts around 20% of global 
trade (in value) and looks at aspects such 
as safety, interoperability, performance 
and other essential requirements for a 
vast range of technology areas, including 
energy, manufacturing, transportation, 
healthcare, homes, buildings or cities. 

The IEC administers four conformity 
assessment systems and provides a 
standardized approach to the testing and 
certification of components, products, 
systems, as well as the competence of 
persons. 

IEC work is essential for safety, quality 
and risk management. It helps make 
cities smarter, supports universal energy 
access and improves energy efficiency of 
devices and systems. It allows industry to 
consistently build better products, helps 
governments ensure long-term viability of 
infrastructure investments and reassures 
investors and insurers. 
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Annex A
86 IEC national committees (as per 2019-10-31)

Albania   Associate member
Algeria   Full member
Argentina   Full member
Australia   Full member
Austria   Full member
Bahrain   Associate member
Bangladesh  Associate member
Belarus   Full member
Belgium   Full member
Bosnia & Herzegovina Associate member
Brazil   Full member
Bulgaria   Full member
Canada   Full member
Chile   Full member
China   Full member
Colombia   Full member
Côte D’Ivoire  Associate member
Croatia   Full member
Cuba   Associate member
Cyprus   Associate member
Czech Republic  Full member
Denmark   Full member
Egypt   Full member
Estonia   Associate member
Finland   Full member
France   Full member
Georgia   Associate member
Germany   Full member
Greece   Full member
Hungary   Full member
Iceland   Associate member
India   Full member
Indonesia   Full member
Iraq   Full member
Iran   Full member
Ireland   Full member
Israel   Full member
Italy   Full member
Japan   Full member
Jordan   Associate member
Kazakhstan  Associate member
Kenya   Associate member
Korea, DPR of  Associate member

Korea, Republic of  Full member
Kuwait   Full member
Latvia   Associate member
Lithuania   Associate member
Luxembourg  Full member
Malaysia   Full member
Malta   Associate member
Mexico   Full member
Moldova   Associate member
Montenegro  Associate member
Morocco   Associate member
Netherlands  Full member
New Zealand  Full member
Nigeria   Full member
North Macedonia  Associate member
Norway   Full member
Oman   Full member
Pakistan   Full member
Peru   Full member
Philippines, Rep. of the Full member
Poland   Full member
Portugal   Full member
Qatar   Full member
Romania   Full member
Russian Federation  Full member
Saudi Arabia  Full member
Serbia   Full member
Singapore   Full member
Slovakia   Full member
Slovenia   Full member
South Africa  Full member
Spain   Full member
Sri Lanka   Associate member
Sweden   Full member
Switzerland  Full member
Thailand   Full member
Tunisia   Associate member
Turkey   Full member
Ukraine   Full member
United Arab Emirates Full member
United Kingdom  Full member
United States of America Full member
Vietnam   Associate member
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Annex B
87 IEC affiliates (as per 2019-10-31)

Afghanistan  2007
Angola   2002
Antigua and Barbuda 2002
Armenia   2001
Azerbaijan  2011
Bahamas   2012
Barbados   2001
Belize   2002
Benin   2001
Bhutan   2006
Bolivia   2001
Botswana   2001
Brunei Darussalam  2001
Burkina Faso  2001
Burundi   2002
Cabo Verde  2017
Cambodia   2001
Cameroon  2005
Central African Republic 2008
Chad   2008
Comoros   2001
Congo   2008
Congo (Dem. Rep. of) 2001
Costa Rica  2001
Djibouti   2019 March
Dominica   2002
Dominican Republic  2005
Ecuador   2003
El Salvador  2008
Eritrea   2001
Eswatini (Kingdom of) 2007
Ethiopia   2002
Fiji   2001
Gabon   2007
Gambia   2008
Ghana   2001
Grenada    2001
Guatemala  2001
Guinea   2007
Guinea Bissau  2006
Guyana   2001
Haiti   2002
Honduras   2007
Jamaica   2001

Kyrgyzstan  2003
Lao PDR   2002
Lebanon   2001
Lesotho   2005
Liberia   2016
Madagascar  2005
Malawi   2001
Mali   2001
Mauritania  2002
Mauritius   2001
Mongolia   2002
Mozambique  2003
Myanmar   2007
Namibia   2001
Nepal   2001
Nicaragua   2019 May
Niger   2006
Palestine   2009
Panama   2003
Papua New Guinea  2004
Paraguay   2001
Rwanda   2001
Saint Kitts and Nevis 2013
Saint Lucia  2002
Saint Vincent and 
 the Grenadines  2008
Sao Tome and Principe 2018 March
Senegal   2002
Seychelles  2001
Sierra Leone  2003
South Sudan  2013
Sudan   2004
Suriname   2008
Syrian Arab Republic 2016
Tanzania   2001
Togo   2006
Trinidad and Tobago  2007
Turkmenistan  2001
Uganda   2001
Uruguay    2001
Uzbekistan  2015
Yemen   2002
Zambia   2002
Zimbabwe  2001
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