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The following acronyms are mentioned in this WTO TBT report: 

ABNT Association of Brazilian Technical Standards

ACCSQ ASEAN Consultative Committee for Standards and Quality

ACONOQ Agence Congolaise de Normalisation et de la Qualité

AFSEC The African Electrotechnical Standardization Commission

AHMAQ Association Haïtienne de Management de la Qualité

APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

ARSO African Organization for Standardization

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations

BIS Bureau of Indian Standards

BPS  Bureau of Philippine Standards

CANAME  National Chamber of Electrical Manufacturers (Mexico)

CIER  Commission for the Regional Integration of Energy

COPANT Pan American Standards Commission

EEC Eurasian Economic Commission

GDIS Guangdong Institute of Standardization

IEA  International Energy Agency

IEM The Institution of Engineers, Malaysia

INDOCAL Dominican Institute for Quality

INEEL National Institute of Electricity and Clean Energy (Mexico)

ISTIC International Science, Technology and Innovation Centre

JISC Japanese Industrial Standards Committee

PTB Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt

PSI Palestine Standards Institution

SCSC Sub-committee on Standards and Conformance (APEC)

SARM National Institute of Standards (Armenia)

STAMEQ  Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality (Vietnam)

UL Underwriters Laboratories

UN SDGs United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals

The following IEC acronyms are used in this report:

ACA Affiliate Conformity Assessment 

ACB Academy & Capacity Building

ACP Affiliate Country Programme

CA Conformity assessment

CAB Conformity Assessment Board

NC National Committee

NEC national electrotechnical committee

SMB Standardization Management Board

TC/SC technical committee/subcommittee
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IEC activities to support developing and 
newly industrialized countries

This report to the WTO TBT Committee highlights the activities undertaken by the IEC between February to December 2021, 

with the aim of increasing the participation of developing and newly industrialized countries in standardization and conformity 

assessment activities.

IEC collaboration with WTO

In the late 1990s, the WTO challenged international 

organizations to find new ways to support least developed 

and developing countries in:

	� implementing international standards as a basis for 

national or regional standards or regulations

	� increasing participation in international standardization 

activities

As a response, the IEC established the IEC Affiliate Country 

Programme (IEC ACP) in 2001, to enable developing 

countries, not members of the organization, to take part 

in IEC international standardization and global conformity 

assessment activities, free of any membership financial 

obligations.

The programme has evolved over the years and has 

progressively added new features and benefits for affiliate 

countries that surpass the initial challenge set by the WTO. 

Today, the programme includes a wide range of learning and 

competency building programmes in international standards 

development, conformity assessment and national quality 

infrastructure, with local assistance through the IEC Regional 

Centres and mentoring programme.

As a result of the WTO challenge, 16 developing countries 

that joined the IEC ACP have since become IEC members. 

As IEC members developing and newly industrialized 

countries continue to receive support from the IEC to build 

their capacity and enhance their participation in IEC work.

Through its activities, the IEC continues to pursue a close 

collaboration with the WTO Technical Barriers to Trade 

Committee (WTO TBT) advance the goals of the challenge 

and report on a regular basis on the activities of the IEC ACP.

Celebrating the IEC ACP 20th anniversary

Since its establishment in 2001, the IEC ACP has provided 

numerous countries with the opportunity to participate in 

IEC international standardization and conformity assessment 

activities. At the end of 2021, 85 countries were part of the 

programme and 54 of these had adopted IEC International 

Standards.

As part of the 20th anniversary celebration, the IEC Affiliate 

secretariat launched an online survey in March 2021 to 

better understand the challenges facing affiliate countries 

and how the programme can provide support. According to 

survey results, affiliate countries appreciate the benefits of 

the programme with specific mention made of the access 

to the freely available IEC publications, the networking 

opportunities, and the IEC Mentoring Programme. 

Raising the IEC ACP profile – Interview with the 
IEC Affiliate Leader 

Representing the ACP, the IEC Affiliate Leader serves as 

the collective voice for affiliate countries. Since 1 January 

2021, this role is held by Mrs Battsengel Gurragchaa, former 

Head of Standardization and Conformity Assessment Policy 

Department at the Mongolian Agency for Standardization 

and Metrology (MASM). She also serves as the Secretary 

to the IEC National Electrotechnical Committee (NEC) of 

Mongolia.

In the below interview, Mrs Gurragchaa provides insight 

about her objectives as Affiliate Leader, the UN SDGs and 

how Mongolia has benefited from the IEC ACP. The full 

interview is available online.

What are your objectives as Affiliate Leader?

In this role, I serve as the voice of the affiliate countries and 

work together with those countries to facilitate and support 

their participation in IEC standardization and the conformity 

assessment work.

https://www.iec.ch/acp?ref=menu
https://www.iec.ch/blog/affiliate-country-programme-survey-results
https://masm.gov.mn/
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1103
https://etech.iec.ch/issue/2021-04/an-interview-with-the-iec-affiliate-leader
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As IEC Affiliate Leader, I plan to identify our greatest 

challenges in consultation with the affiliates and collaborate 

with the IEC Affiliate secretariat to help the affiliate countries 

extract the full benefit from the programme. 

What have been the benefits to your country 
through its participation in the IEC Affiliate Country 
Programme?

Since 2015, Mongolia has established its national 

electrotechnical committee (NEC) and I have been involved 

as NEC Secretary. Through the ACP, the NEC and our 

stakeholder representatives have been able to access and 

adopt IEC Standards, participate in IEC general meetings 

and learn about the benefits of standardization and 

conformity assessment.

The establishment of the NEC has improved stakeholder 

cooperation since it provides an opportunity for stakeholders 

to discuss and consult under one roof.

What type of standards have been adopted? And 
what is planned in the future?

In Mongolia, in consultation with the NEC, approximately 70 

IEC Standards have been adopted in areas such as energy 

efficiency, smart grid and renewable energy.

In support of the government’s policy on energy reliability, 

safety, energy efficiency and green development, we 

will continue to adopt the relevant standards and work 

closely with stakeholders to raise awareness about IEC 

standardization and conformity assessment work.

Regional activities and collaboration

The IEC Secretariat has six offices around the world with 

one office located on each continent. The IEC activities in 

developing and newly industrialized countries are managed 

with the support provided by three regional centres, 

IEC-AFRC in Nairobi, Kenya, IEC-APRC in Singapore and 

IEC-LARC in São Paulo, Brazil. Those three regional centres 

are the focal point for IEC activities in their region. They 

promote awareness, enhance participation in IEC activities 

and the use of IEC International Standards and IEC CA 

Systems. Additionally, IEC-APRC also provides support to 

IEC technical committees and subcommittees.

Due to the travel restrictions resulting from the COVID-19 

pandemic, most meetings and events have been held 

online since March 2020.

Africa region

Advocacy and outreach

	� On 13 April, two virtual meetings were held for 

attendees to share their experiences and challenges in 

participating in IEC activities and how involvement by 

African countries can be enhanced. Five IEC members 

participated in the first meeting (Egypt, Kenya, 

Morocco, Nigeria and Tunisia) and 20 representatives 

from 14 affiliate countries participated in the second 

meeting (Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 

Congo, Eswatini, Gabon, Gambia, Guinea, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe).

	� On 11 May, two virtual meetings took place to discuss 

stakeholder engagement. Five IEC members attended 

the first meeting (Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, South 

Africa and Uganda) and 16 participants from 10 

affiliate countries (Congo, Eswatini, Gabon, Guinea, 

Liberia, Mozambique, Namibia, Senegal, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe) attended the second meeting. 

	� On 11 June, the National Committee (NC) of Ghana 

organized a webinar for young professionals with the 

support of IEC-AFRC. The webinar introduced the work 

of the IEC and served as an impetus to establish a 

national young professional programme.

	� On 9 November, a discussion on the standardization 

commenting process and the challenges faced by 

some countries was attended by IEC NC Officers from 

Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa and Uganda.

Capacity building

	� From 2-4 February, a three-day intensive training was 

given to 17 participants on the topic of IECEE for the 

IEC NC of Kenya.

	� From 9-12 March, a workshop on implementing 

a national product certification scheme based on 

ISO/IEC 17065 was run for 40 participants from 

ACONOQ. 

	� From 30-31 March, an intensive training on IECEE 

was delivered to 45 experts from the IEC NC of Côte 

D’Ivoire.

	� On 6 May, a workshop on the ARSO Standards 

Harmonization Model (ASHAM) took place, in 

collaboration with ARSO and PTB. The purpose of this 

workshop was to clarify the content of ASHAM, identify 

its relevance to AFSEC, strategize on the opportunities 

https://www.iec.ch/offices/iec-africa-regional-centre
https://www.iec.ch/offices/asia-pacific-regional-centre
https://www.iec.ch/offices/iec-latin-american-region
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1044
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1087
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:6627
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1114
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1054
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1076
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1111
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1065
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1134
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1127
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1146
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1151
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1143
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1090
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1123
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1113
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1124
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1105
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1100
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1047
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1047
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1099
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:20060
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1095
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1080
https://www.iecee.org/about/what-it-is/
https://webstore.iec.ch/publication/10547
https://economie.gouv.cg/fr/agence-congolaise-de-normalisation-et-de-la-qualit%C3%A9#:~:text=Cr%C3%A9e%20par%20loi%20n%C2%B0,du%20minist%C3%A8re%20de%20l'industrie.
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1128
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1128
https://www.arso-oran.org
https://www.ptb.de/cms/
http://www.afsec-africa.org/
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for collaboration and harmonize the electrotechnical 

standards environment in the region. A total of 29 

participants from AFSEC and the IEC attended.

Asia-Pacific region

Advocacy and outreach

	� On 18 February, IEC-APRC participated in the APEC 

SCSC Joint Regulatory Advisory Committee web 

meeting on electrical and electronic equipment and 

gave an update on recent IEC activities including 

the diversity initiatives. It was also an opportunity to 

network with regulators from APEC countries.

	� On 13 April, IEC-APRC attended the Singapore Battery 

Consortium and UL masterclass entitled Introduction of 

Standardization for Battery Value Chains and provided 

information on the activities of IEC TC 21: Secondary 

cells and batteries, to encourage active participation in 

the technical committee. This event was attended by 

over 100 participants representing industry and national 

authorities in the region.

	� On 24 May, IEC-APRC attended the 45th ASEAN 

ACCSQ Working Group 1 meeting and provided 

insight on engaging with stakeholders to promote 

ISO/IEC TR 63306 on the smart manufacturing 

standards map as well as new standardization initiatives 

within the IEC. The meeting, which focused on smart 

manufacturing and cybersecurity standards, brought 

together 40 ASEAN member states.

	� On 14 October, STAMEQ held its World Standard Day 

event which was broadcast on national television. The 

IEC-APRC Regional Director provided a speech for the 

occasion.

	� On 14 October, BPS hosted its 2021 Digital Standards 

Stakeholders Conference with over 475 representatives 

from government and industry. The IEC President 

provided a video recording for the event which called 

for the development of standards that support the UN 

SDGs and fast-track the 2030 Agenda.

	� On 20 October, the IEC NC of Singapore, together with 

Enterprise Singapore, organized a webinar to provide 

an overview of standardization in the electrotechnical 

sector. This event was attended by the IEC-APRC 

Regional Director who gave a speech on IEC activities, 

including new standardization initiatives and the IEC 

Young Professionals Programme.

	� On 29 November, GDIS, with the support from the 

IEC NC of China, hosted the Guangdong International 

Standardization Training Workshop with 100 attendees 

from industry and governmental organizations in 

the electrical and electronics sector. The IEC-APRC 

Regional Director provided a speech about the IEC and 

the benefits of participating in its work.

	� On 7 December, JISC and the IEC organized a seminar 

entitled International Standards for Smart Homes and 

Smart Cities in the era of Smart life and society. The 

IEC-APRC Regional Director moderated sessions 

showcasing IEC work in smart homes (SyC AAL) and 

smart cities (SyC Smart cities).

	� On 23 December, BIS hosted its Made in India 

for the World – BIS Contribution to International 

Standardization workshop to raise awareness on the 

significance of the international standardization and the 

contributions of BIS. The IEC-APRC Regional Director 

gave a presentation with insights on IEC activities. This 

workshop was attended by 95 participants from diverse 

sectors.

Capacity building

	� On 3 March, IEM and ISTIC conducted a workshop 

on electrical maintenance in southern Asian countries 

to promote awareness on electrical equipment and 

installation used in hazardous areas. The Secretary to 

IEC TC 123: Management of network assets in power 

systems, and the IEC-APRC Regional Director provided 

presentations to an audience of 80 participants in 

person and a further 280 participants online. 

	� From 3-5 May, the IEC NC of Malaysia and the 

IEC-APRC organized an online training session about 

IEC sales and copyrights. It was an opportunity for IEC 

to provide insight to 25 NC staff members. 

	� On 7 July, PTB and ASEAN conducted its Economic 

Benefits of Standards seminar which was attended by 

50 participants from ASEAN national standards bodies. 

The IEC-APRC Regional Director explained the benefits 

of standardization and the relevance of IEC Standards.

	� On 15 September, Standards Australia organized 

an online training session on managing effective 

digital trade standards mirror committees, with the 

participation of 67 delegates from ASEAN member 

states. IEC-APRC shared information on the support 

provided by the IEC to its stakeholders.

https://www.apec.org/groups/committee-on-trade-and-investment/sub-committee-on-standards-and-conformance
https://www.apec.org/
https://www.batteryconsortium.sg/partners
https://www.batteryconsortium.sg/partners
https://ul.org/SBC
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1290
https://asean.org/
https://asean.org/meetingreportparent/asean-consultative-committee-for-standards-and-quality-accsq/
https://webstore.iec.ch/searchform&q=63306
https://tcvn.gov.vn/?lang=en
http://www.bps.dti.gov.ph/
https://www.enterprisesg.gov.sg/
https://www.jisc.go.jp/eng/
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:186:::::FSP_ORG_ID:11827
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:186:::::FSP_ORG_ID:13073
https://www.bis.gov.in/
https://www.myiem.org.my/
https://www.istic-unesco.org/v1/
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:19944
https://www.standards.org.au
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Latin America region

Advocacy and outreach

	� On 12 March, a virtual meeting presented IEC activities 

in the Latin American and Caribbean region to three 

representatives from IEA. It was an occasion for 

exchanging information on future activities between the 

two organizations.

	� On 15 March, a webinar was held to introduce 

standardization work to COPANT with 75 participants 

and 35 viewers of the recorded sessions. 

	� On 22 March, IEC-LARC hosted the IEC Brazilian NC, 

ABNT, roundtable with authorities and industry groups. 

The web meeting brought together local representatives 

with the aim of encouraging national committees’ 

activities and increasing the level of knowledge about 

IEC International Standards and IEC Conformity 

Assessment Systems. Over 80 representatives from 

government and the private sector, including industries 

and conformity assessment bodies, participated. 

	� On 26 March, AHMAQ held its 2nd Quality Days event 

in Port-au-Prince which was also available online 

and on broadcast. IEC presented why Standards are 

an important tool for the country’s development and 

encouraged participation in the IEC Affiliate Country 

Programme.

	� From 19-21 April, COPANT held its General Assembly 

which was attended by the IEC Secretary-General & 

CEO, the IEC SMB Chair, the IEC Ambassador for 

UN SDGs and the IEC-LARC Regional Director. They 

provided information about IEC activities, experiences 

on contributing to the UN SDGs and best practices 

for standards bodies in the context of COVID-19. The 

COPANT General Assembly brought together more 

than 130 participants.  

	� On 18 May, a webinar was organized for the NC of 

Colombia and its conformity assessment experts. The 

aim of this virtual meeting was to provide awareness 

about IECEx online certificates. 

	� On 14 July, a meeting with the Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry of Panama was organized to present the 

benefits of the IECEx Conformity Assessment System 

and the use of its online certificates. The meeting was 

attended by the head of the Ministry’s certification 

department. 

	� On 4 August, CANAME held its virtual International 

Energy Symposium with the participation of over 700 

stakeholders, including the IEC President and the IEC 

Secretary-General & CEO. 

	� On 19 August, the General Directorate of Standards 

from the Ministry of Economy organized a virtual 

meeting entitled Mexican Quality Infrastructure which 

was attended by 700 representatives from government, 

industries, certification bodies, test laboratories and 

regulators. The IEC-LARC Regional Director gave a 

presentation on IEC standardization work and the 

principle of consensus.

	� From 22-23 September, CIER held its second virtual 

Smart Cities and Grids Symposium where the 

IEC-LARC Regional Director gave a presentation on 

the development of IEC Standards for smart cities and 

networks. The audience included representatives from 

utilities, government, industry, certification bodies and 

test laboratories, and regulators. 

	� On 27 September, INEEL organized a virtual 

conference entitled International context and its 

influence on the definition of standardization and quality 

infrastructure in electromobility for Mexico. Participants 

included government, industry, certification bodies, 

test laboratories, and regulatory representatives. The 

IEC-LARC Regional Director gave a presentation about 

IEC activities on e-mobility and how they can support 

the Mexican initiative.

Capacity building

	� On 9 March, a virtual meeting, within the framework 

of the IEC Affiliate Mentoring Programme, took place 

between the IEC NC of Brazil and the Dominican 

Republic NEC, which was represented by INDOCAL.

	� On 19 March, IEC in association with COPANT 

organized a webinar introducing IEC TC 82: Solar 

photovoltaic energy systems, with 97 participants and 

122 viewers of the recorded session.

	� On 22 April, a virtual meeting took place with 

representatives from Trinidad and Tobago to provide 

clarification on the implementation of IEC Standards 

and IEC Conformity Assessment Systems. Four experts 

from IEC TC 21: Secondary cells and batteries, also 

attended the meeting.

	� On 29 October, the General Directorate of 

Standards from the Mexican Ministry of Economy 

organized a virtual meeting about the new vision for 

quality infrastructure with the participation of 680 

representatives from government, industry, certification 

bodies, test labs and regulatory bodies. The IEC-LARC 

Regional Director presented the IEC vision for quality 

infrastructure.

https://www.iea.org/
https://www.copant.org/index.php/en/
https://www.abnt.org.br/
https://m.facebook.com/Association-Ha%C3%AFtienne-pour-le-Management-de-la-Qualit%C3%A9-AHMAQ-389540244524515/
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1058
https://www.iecex.com/
https://www.mici.gob.pa/
https://www.mici.gob.pa/
http://caname.org.mx/
https://www.cier.org/es-uy/Paginas/Home.aspx
https://www.gob.mx/ineel
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1153
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1153
https://indocal.gob.do/
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1276
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1144
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1290
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Middle East region

	� On 31 August, a coordination meeting took place with 

the NEC of Palestine to discuss the programme and 

the terms applicable for the sale of IEC Standards. 

The NEC Secretary expressed interest in declaring 

additional standards adoptions and asked about the 

participation of experts and how the NEC can benefit 

from conformity assessment. 

	� On 5 October, alongside the IEC General Meeting, a 

breakout session for Middle Eastern countries was held 

as part of the Affiliate forum. 

Eurasia region

	� On 3 November, a meeting took place with 

representatives from Armenia to provide an overview of 

the benefits and conditions of the programme.

	� Several meetings took place with officers from the NEC 

of Uzbekistan during the year to discuss the possibility 

for this affiliate country to apply for IEC membership. 

A formal request to become an associate member 

is currently being considered by the IEC General 

Assembly. 

	� A bilateral meeting took place in October 2021 with 

EEC regarding the implementation of the MoU signed 

in 2013 and the recognition of IECEE test certificates 

and test reports in EEC member countries. It was 

clarified that IECEE certificates and test reports can be 

recognized by any country on a voluntary basis. 

IEC Affiliate Country Programme

The IEC ACP enables countries to participate in IEC 

activities and to become a part of the IEC community. 

Participants can join the programme, free of charge, upon 

invitation from the IEC Secretary-General & CEO.

As part of the programme, participants benefit from a 

quota of free IEC International Standards, an online learning 

platform, webinars, training, capacity building events, 

mentoring arrangements, as well as personalized support 

from the IEC Secretariat.

Update on participation

Somalia joins the IEC ACP

The Somali Bureau of Standards (SoBS) expressed its 

interest in IEC activities and received an invitation to 

become a part of the IEC ACP. The country’s commitment 

to the programme became official when representatives 

from Somalia officially signed of the IEC Affiliate Pledge in 

December 2021.

Please read more on the IEC website.

Setting up a national electrotechnical committee 

In March 2021, Eritrea established its NEC, primarily 

constituted of governmental entities, private companies 

active in the field of electricity distribution, manufacturers 

and teaching institutions. The NEC Acting-President is an 

engineer at a state-owned organization, while the NEC 

Secretary is Head of the Department of Standardization at 

the Eritrean Standards Institution (ESI).

Because Eritrea has already adopted 62 IEC International 

Standards prior to establishing its NEC, it was granted the 

Affiliate Plus status.

Affiliate Plus status

Affiliate countries that have officially declared the adoption 

of at least 50 IEC International Standards as national 

standards and established an NEC with representatives 

from the private and public sectors, are eligible for Affiliate 

Plus status.

Eritrea was granted the Affiliate Plus status in March, 

followed by Burundi in September. The Affiliate Plus status 

offers additional benefits to affiliate countries by giving them 

access to up to 400 IEC International Standards free-of-

charge in view of national adoption. They are also granted 

priority for the IEC Affiliate Mentoring Programme. 

As of 31 December 2021, the IEC community brings 

together 173 countries of which 85 countries are 

participating in the IEC ACP.

As of 31 December 2021, 60 affiliate countries 

have established an NEC among the 85 countries 

participating in the IEC ACP.

As of 31 December 2021, 36 affiliate countries benefit 

from Affiliate Plus status.

https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:5564
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1069
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:12899
http://www.eurasiancommission.org/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://sobs.gov.so
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:28401
https://www.iec.ch/blog/somalia-joins-iec-community
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1064
https://www.iec.ch/acp
https://www.iec.ch/acp
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1111
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:9:0
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National adoptions

The national adoption of IEC International Standards 

continues on an upward trend among affiliate countries. 

The below figure shows the evolution of the adoption trend 

between 2001 and 2021:

Figure 1 | Number of adoptions per year since 2001 
(cumulated)

Between February and December 2021, the following 

national declarations have been announced:

	� In April, Papua New Guinea declared the adoption of 31 

IEC International Standards (from IEC TC 13: Electrical 

energy measurement and control, IEC SC 62C: 

Equipment for radiotherapy, nuclear medicine and 

radiation dosimetry, and IEC TC 82: Solar photovoltaic 

energy systems). These are the first IEC Standards to 

be adopted by the country.

	� In July, Costa Rica declared the adoption of 136 

IEC International Standards (from IEC TC 29: 

Electroacoustics and IEC TC 82). The country has now 

adopted a total of 226 IEC Standards.

	� Also in July, Uruguay declared the adoption of 27 

IEC International Standards (from IEC TC 20: Electric 

cables, IEC TC 23: Electrical accessories, and 

from several subcommittees of ISO/IEC JTC 1 on 

Information technology). The country has now adopted 

a total of 212 IEC Standards.

	� In August, Honduras declared the national adoption 

of five IEC International Standards (mainly from 

IEC SC 34A: Electric light sources, and IEC SC 34D: 

Luminaires). Honduras has adopted a total of 12 IEC 

Standards.

	� In September, Burundi adopted 47 IEC International 

Standards (from IEC TC 20 and IEC TC 82). To date, 

the country has adopted a total of 77 IEC Standards.

	� In October, Zimbabwe declared seven additional 

adoptions of IEC International Standards (from 

IEC TC 69: Electrical power/energy transfer systems for 

electrically propelled road vehicles and industrial trucks, 

and IEC TC 82). To date, the country has adopted a 

total of 98 IEC Standards.

	� In November, Tanzania declared the national adoption 

of 70 IEC International Standards (mainly from 

IEC TC 61: Safety of household and similar electrical 

appliances, and IEC TC 82). The country has adopted a 

total of 129 IEC Standards.

Commenting process

The commenting process is a benefit granted to countries 

participating actively in the IEC ACP. Active participation is 

defined as an affiliate country that has selected IEC technical 

committees and appointed one expert to participate in each 

of the selected committees. Experts can submit comments 

at specific stages in the standards development process.

The IEC NECs of Ecuador and Botswana both submitted 

editorial comments on IEC publications draft, at the 

committee draft (CD) stage:

	� In January, Ecuador submitted editorial comments to 

the draft publication IEC TS 62786-3 ED1, Distributed 

energy resources connection with the grid – Part 3: 

Additional requirements for stationary battery energy 

storage system, under development at CD stage by 

IEC TC 8: System aspects of electrical energy supply.

	� In March, Ecuador sent editorial and general comments 

on IEC TR 62898-4 ED1: Microgrids – Part 4: Use 

cases, under development at CD stage by IEC SC 8B: 

Decentralized electrical energy systems.

	� In December, Botswana provided general comments 

on IEC 62368-1 ED4: Audio/video, information and 

communication technology equipment – Part 1: Safety 

requirements, under development at CD stage by 

IEC TC 108: Safety of electronic equipment within 

the field of audio/video, information technology and 

communication technology.
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Since the launch of the IEC ACP in 2001 and up to 

31 December 2021, 54 affiliate countries have declared 

the national adoption of 9 013 IEC International 

Standards.

https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:36:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1131
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1258,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1362
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1276,25
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:35:500269253835223::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1052,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1301,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:36:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1057
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1214,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1299,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:3387
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:36:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1147
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1340
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1344
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:36:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1111
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:36:500269253835223::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1100,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1255,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:36:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1098
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:1236,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1125
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:11:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1074
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:38:500269253835223::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_APEX_PAGE,FSP_PROJECT_ID:1240,23,101827
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1240
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:38:500269253835223::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_APEX_PAGE,FSP_PROJECT_ID:20639,23,105009
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:20639
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:38:500269253835223::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_APEX_PAGE,FSP_PROJECT_ID:1311,23,105662
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1311
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Helping developing countries understand the 
advantages of conformity assessment

The demand for electronic and electric goods is thriving 

alongside the rise of the middle class in many developing 

countries. Technology has been essential for economic 

development by providing millions of households with 

electricity access and offering a gateway to financial 

services.

International standards are essential for these global 

markets. They ensure the safety, performance, and 

interoperability of products as well as to facilitate global 

trade. Products that are unsafe or do not perform 

adequately can undermine markets. The effect can be 

financially devastating for households and impede the roll-

out of these products.

Conformity assessment provides the assurance of 

compliance with international standards. This is essential 

for all countries, and increasingly important for developing 

countries as electrical and electronic products become 

more widespread.

The IEC operates four conformity assessment systems – 

IECEE, IECEx, IECQ and IECRE – and encourages affiliate 

countries to adopt IEC International Standards and 

recognize and implement IEC CA certificates and reports at 

the national level. 

Within the IEC CA Systems, conformity assessment is 

the demonstration that electric and electronic equipment 

comply with relevant safety standards based upon testing, 

inspection and certification.

Learning with Affiliate Conformity Assessment 
status 

IEC provides the opportunity for affiliate countries to 

benefit from the four IEC conformity assessment systems – 

IECEE, IECEx, IECQ and IECRE – through its IEC Affiliate 

Conformity Assessment status (ACA status). 

Since its introduction in 2013, the ACA status has been 

revised to better meet the current needs of the affiliate 

countries. Following the approval of the new ACA procedure 

in June 2021, affiliate countries are invited to engage 

with conformity assessment in a two-stage process. 

In ACA prelude, affiliate countries are encouraged to 

acquire knowledge about the IEC Conformity Assessment 

Systems, while ACA status encourages affiliate countries to 

implement the deliverables of the IEC CA Systems.

S
co

p
e

B
en

ef
its

ACA prelude
(learning stage)

No form

IEC CA online modules available to all affiliate audience

Tests remain at Level 1 and Level 2

Specification of IEC CA involvement per affiliate 
country: “Recognition of achievement” certificate

Online courses available at any time

Strengthen the awareness and knowledge

Awareness acknowledged by IEC

Attend IEC CA System’s meetings

CA Systems' permissible support in how to implement 
CA System deliverables

ACA status
(implementation stage)

No form

National adoption of at least one IEC IS under the scope 
of at least one IEC CA System

Declaration of acceptance of certificates and reports 
issued by at least one IEC CA System on a national 
level

Online deliverables available at any time

Safer and genuine international trades

Prevent counterfeits and frauds dumping 

Improved efficiencies in controlling import of goods + 
use of technical services covered by IEC CA Systems 

Participation at ACA status events
Tailored discussions for affiliate country’s specific topic

https://www.iecee.org/index.htm
https://www.iecex.com/
https://www.iecq.org/index.htm
https://www.iecre.org/
https://www.iec.ch/acp/aca#status
https://www.iec.ch/acp/aca#prelude
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With ACA prelude, affiliate countries can increase 

their knowledge and understanding of IEC Conformity 

Assessment Systems. Online courses are available about 

each of the four IEC CA Systems and can be accessed by 

all affiliate country participants using their log-in details.

Affiliate countries receive support in the implementation of 

IEC CA System deliverables and can participate in ACA 

events and tailored webinars with representatives from the 

IEC CA Systems.

Participants that have successfully completed the tests for 

the ACA status online course Level 1 and Level 2 receive 

a Recognition of achievement certificate for each IEC CA 

System. Recipients of the certificate can attend relevant 

IEC CA System meetings as observers.

As part of ACA status, affiliate countries benefit from the 

advantages of implementing conformity assessment 

certificates. They have access to the following online 

IEC CA System deliverables:

	� IECEE certificates database

	� IECRE solar PV energy certificates

	� IECRE wind energy certificates and test reports

	� IECQ certificates database

	� IECEx service facilities certificates

	� IECEx mark licenses

	� IECEx persons certificates 

	� IECEx equipment and component certificates

The mutual acceptance of test reports and certificates is 

a key feature of the IEC CA Systems. This facilitates trade 

among participating countries through the harmonization 

of standards and cooperation among certification bodies 

worldwide.

Recent ACA events

The IEC organizes ACA events on topics relevant to the IEC 

Conformity Assessment Systems using an approach that 

combines theory and implementation. These events are 

organized on a regular basis, most often alongside regional 

partner events. 

ACA-IECEx workshop on IECEx certificates schemes – 
online, 31 May 2021

IECEx provides a global platform for IECEx approved 

certification bodies and testing laboratories to issue 

international IECEx test reports and certificates related 

to equipment, services, persons operating in explosive 

atmospheres that comply with ISO and IEC Standards. 

Industry, regulators and consumers are assured that 

activities involving flammable and combustible materials 

are handled under safe conditions. Examples where such 

assurances are necessary include fuelling stations and 

storage facilities, oil and gas exploration and processing, 

coal mining, food and pharmaceutical manufacturing as 

well as grain handling, storage and transport.

Further information about the IEC ACA-IECEx workshop is 

available on the IEC website. 

ACA-IECRE workshop on the solar PV energy 
scheme – online, 6 September 2021

To protect investments in renewable solar energy and 

ensure the system’s performance and efficiency, IECRE 

offers certification of the entire lifecycle of a photovoltaic 

(PV) power plant, from initial design aspects to annual 

inspections and ultimate asset transfer. A workshop was 

held to help affiliate countries better understand the IECRE 

solar PV energy sector. As indicated by the recent IEC ACP 

survey conducted in early 2021, renewable energy is a topic 

of interest to affiliate countries.

Further information about the IEC ACA-IECRE workshop is 

available on the IEC website.

ACA online learning modules

As part of the ACA prelude stage, the online learning 

modules of the four IEC Conformity Assessment Systems 

for affiliates can be found on the IEC website.

IEC Mentoring Programme

The IEC Mentoring Programme offers an opportunity 

for members to share information with other members 

or with affiliate countries and support their engagement 

in international standardization. Participants define their 

objectives prior to the launch of the partnership and have 

the autonomy to determine the most suitable approach to 

achieve these objectives within the designated two-year 

period, which is renewable upon agreement.

As of 31 December 2021, 10 affiliate countries have 

reached the ACA prelude stage and 7 have been 

granted ACA status.

https://www.iec.ch/blog/iec-acas-iecex-workshop-iecex-certificates-schemes
https://www.iec.ch/blog/acp-learn-about-iecre-pv-scheme
https://www.iec.ch/acp/aca
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The recently published IEC mentoring best practices guide 

serves as a reference for mentors and mentees. It is based 

upon the experiences of participants in former and existing 

mentoring partnerships and offers recommendations 

without any obligation to comply. This document, as well as 

a short video explaining the benefits of this partnership to 

affiliate countries can be found on the IEC website.

85th IEC General Meeting, 3-6 October 2021, Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates

Each year, the IEC General Meeting brings together 

delegates from IEC NCs and affiliate countries. The 2021 

edition, hosted in Dubai, offered a hybrid format with both 

virtual and in-person participation. The sessions specifically 

designed for developing countries to share experiences 

and best practices – the Affiliate forum, the Workshop for 

industrializing countries, and the Affiliate NEC Secretaries 

and Presidents workshop – brought together 88 delegates 

from 38 affiliate countries. The participation rate increased 

by 11,7% compared with the 2020 IEC General Meeting.

The IEC General Meeting presentations and video 

recordings are available on the IEC website. 

Affiliate forum

The Affiliate forum provides affiliate countries with an 

occasion for sharing best practices on a variety of topics, 

such as stakeholder engagement and how to strengthen 

NECs and quality assurances. 

This year, the forum was entitled How to establish a NEC 

and attract power utilities and regulators in the NEC work. It 

was moderated by one of the IEC-AFRC Regional Directors 

with cases studies presented by two affiliate countries 

(Costa Rica, Uzbekistan) and one IEC member (Côte 

D’Ivoire).

Workshop for industrializing countries

The Workshop for industrializing countries, open to both IEC 

members and affiliate countries, focused on UN SDG 5 on 

gender equality and diversity. Five presenters spoke about 

the necessity to ensure diversity and inclusivity in the 

standards development process. The IEC Ambassador for 

the UN SDGs called for building greater awareness around 

the SDGs and tasked participants to make a difference.

Affiliate NEC Secretaries and Presidents workshop

The workshop focused on how to attract local companies 

and stakeholders in standardization. The IEC NCs of Norway 

and Israel as well as the NECs of Mongolia and Ecuador 

shared their strategies to involve local companies and 

entities in IEC standardization and conformity assessment 

activities. The workshop was followed by a discussion with 

the goal of encouraging NECs, as well as affiliate countries 

that do not yet have an NEC, to implement similar actions 

in their country. 

Academy & Capacity Building (ACB)

The IEC supports National Committees and affiliate 

countries in building knowledge and skills. Through high-

quality training, e-learning modules, tailor-made workshops 

and public webinars for the global IEC community, the 

IEC ACB facilitates the active participation of members 

and affiliate countries in IEC work and helps to strengthen 

national standardization infrastructure.

Capacity building for developing countries 

Altogether, 43 academy and capacity building events were 

organized, and 238 hours of training provided, reaching  

more than 6 100 participants. Over 700 users benefited 

from the online learning platform and approximately 27 000 

viewers watched the recordings of the IEC public webinars. 

The IEC Academy platform has been enhanced with 

new training modules on conformity assessment for IEC 

members and affiliate countries. An IEC Academy trainer 

network has been established to provide national and 

regional trainers with material and a network to exchange 

information and best practices.  

For updates on upcoming IEC public webinars, please 

register here.

IEC Young Professionals Programme

The IEC Young Professionals Programme (YPP) provides 

a platform for the IEC and its National Committees to 

reach out to the next generation of experts, managers 

and leaders and encourage their long-term participation in 

standardization and conformity assessment activities. 

The programme empowers participants to shape the 

future of the IEC by sharing ideas on its evolution and 

responsiveness to the needs of future generations.

https://www.iec.ch/basecamp/iec-affiliate-mentoring-gateway-new-markets
https://www.iec.ch/acp/resources
https://www.iec.ch/acp
https://www.iec.ch/acp/resources#1828
https://www.iec.ch/acp/resources#1848
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1043
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1019
https://www.iec.ch/academy/webinars
https://www.iec.ch/academy/ca
https://www.iec.ch/academy/webinars
https://www.iec.ch/young-professionals
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YP Leaders project

Each year, YP Leaders undertake projects to support the 

programme. This past year, one of the YP Leaders focused 

on establishing national YP programmes among the newest 

IEC members through a partnership with other IEC NCs. 

These partnerships promoted exchanges between the 

following NCs: Côte D’Ivoire with Australia, Ghana with 

Kenya, and Uganda with South Africa.

2021 IEC Young Professionals workshop

The 11th edition of the five-day IEC YP workshop held during 

the IEC General Meeting gathered 109 young professionals 

from 46 IEC National Committees. Five IEC NCs nominated 

YPs to participate in the workshop for the first time (Bahrain, 

Côte D’Ivoire, Ghana, Peru and Uganda).

Dedicated webinars are offered to YPs throughout the year; 

recordings are available on the IEC website.

https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:4214
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:16:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1122
https://www.iec.ch/academy/past-webinars?page=1
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Albania   Associate member

Algeria   Full member

Argentina  Full member

Australia   Full member

Austria   Full member

Bahrain   Associate member

Bangladesh  Associate member

Belarus   Full member

Belgium   Full member

Bosnia & Herzegovina Associate member

Brazil   Full member

Bulgaria   Full member

Canada   Full member

Chile   Full member

China   Full member

Colombia  Full member

Côte D’Ivoire  Associate member

Croatia   Full member

Cyprus   Associate member

Czech Republic  Full member

Denmark   Full member

Egypt   Full member

Estonia   Associate member

Ethiopia   Associate member

Finland   Full member

France   Full member

Georgia   Associate member

Germany   Full member

Ghana   Associate member

Greece   Full member

Hungary   Full member

Iceland   Associate member

India   Full member

Indonesia  Full member

Iran   Full member

Iraq   Full member

Ireland   Full member

Israel   Full member

Italy   Full member

Japan   Full member

Jordan   Associate member

Kazakhstan  Associate member

Kenya   Associate member

Korea, DPR of  Associate member

Korea, Republic of  Full member

Kuwait   Full member

Latvia   Associate member

Lithuania   Associate member

Luxembourg  Full member

Malaysia   Full member

Malta   Associate member

Mexico   Full member

Moldova   Associate member

Montenegro  Associate member

Morocco   Associate member

Netherlands  Full member

New Zealand  Full member

Nigeria   Full member

North Macedonia  Associate member

Norway   Full member

Oman   Full member

Pakistan   Full member

Peru   Full member

Philippines, Rep. of the Full member

Poland   Full member

Portugal   Full member

Qatar   Full member

Romania   Full member

Russian Federation Full member

Saudi Arabia  Full member

Serbia   Full member

Singapore  Full member

Slovakia   Full member

Slovenia   Full member

South Africa  Full member

Spain   Full member

Sri Lanka  Associate member

Sweden   Full member

Switzerland  Full member

Thailand   Full member

Tunisia   Associate member

Turkey   Full member

Uganda   Associate member

Ukraine   Full member

United Arab Emirates Full member

United Kingdom  Full member

United States of America Full member

Vietnam   Associate member

Annex A
88 IEC members (as per 2021-12-31)
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Afghanistan   2007

Angola    2002

Antigua and Barbuda  2002

Armenia    2001

Azerbaijan   2011

Bahamas   2012

Barbados   2001

Belize    2002

Benin    2001

Bhutan    2006

Bolivia    2001

Botswana   2001

Brunei Darussalam  2001

Burkina Faso   2001

Burundi    2002

Cabo Verde   2017

Cambodia   2001

Cameroon   2005

Central African Republic  2008

Chad    2008

Comoros    2001

Congo    2008

Congo (Dem. Rep. of)  2001

Costa Rica   2001

Djibouti    2019

Dominica   2002

Dominican Republic  2005

Ecuador    2003

El Salvador   2008

Eritrea    2001

Eswatini (Kingdom of)  2007

Fiji    2001

Gabon    2007

Gambia    2008

Grenada     2001

Guatemala   2001

Guinea    2007

Guinea Bissau   2006

Guyana    2001

Haiti    2002

Honduras   2007

Jamaica    2001

Kyrgyzstan   2003

Lao PDR    2002

Lebanon    2001

Lesotho    2005

Liberia    2016

Madagascar   2005

Malawi    2001

Mali    2001

Mauritania   2002

Mauritius    2001

Mongolia    2002

Mozambique   2003

Myanmar   2007

Namibia    2001

Nepal    2001

Nicaragua   2019

Niger    2006

Palestine    2009

Panama    2003

Papua New Guinea  2004

Paraguay   2001

Rwanda    2001

Saint Kitts and Nevis  2013

Saint Lucia   2002

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 2008

Sao Tome and Principe  2018

Senegal    2002

Seychelles   2001

Sierra Leone   2003

Somalia    2021

South Sudan   2013

Sudan    2004

Suriname   2008

Syrian Arab Republic  2016

Tanzania    2001

Togo    2006

Trinidad and Tobago  2007

Turkmenistan   2001

Uruguay     2001

Uzbekistan   2015

Yemen    2002

Zambia    2002

Zimbabwe   2001

Annex B
85 IEC affiliates (as per 2021-12-31)
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Useful briefing papers/flyers

Welcome to the IEC
International Electrotechnical Commission

Secrets of effective 
participation

IEC Affiliate Mentoring:  
a gateway to new markets

®

IEC for SDGs
Working towards a sustainable future

Welcome to the IEC

A useful briefing paper to help communicate about 

IEC. It gives a basic overview of IEC structure, work and 

partnerships. Do not hesitate to download or ask for hard 

copies.

IEC Affiliate Mentoring: a gateway to new 
markets

The purpose of the IEC Affiliate Mentoring Programme is to 

enhance participation at all levels (standards development, 

management, conformity assessment) by encouraging 

national committees to share their expertise with developing 

countries who participate in the IEC Affiliate Country 

Programme.

Secrets of effective participation

The aim of this pocket guide is to give you general pointers 

that can accelerate your learning curve and hopefully 

increase the efficiency of your participation.

IEC for SDGs

Building upon the knowledge and expertise of its 

membership, the IEC provides a framework necessary 

for the development of global technologies. It ensures 

the safety, performance and sustainability of electrical, 

electronic and information technologies that underpin all 

SDGs. With its consensus-based approach, the IEC reflects 

the needs of countries across the world.

https://www.iec.ch/resource-centre/welcome-iec-0
https://www.iec.ch/resource-centre/secrets-effective-participation
https://www.iec.ch/resource-centre/iec-affiliate-mentoring-gateway-new-markets
https://www.iec.ch/resource-centre/iec-sdgs
https://www.iec.ch/resource-centre/iec-sdgs
https://www.iec.ch/resource-centre/secrets-effective-participation
https://www.iec.ch/resource-centre/iec-affiliate-mentoring-gateway-new-markets
https://www.iec.ch/resource-centre/welcome-iec-0
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About the IEC

The IEC, headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland, is the world’s leading publisher 

of international standards for electrical 

and electronic technologies. It is a global, 

independent, not-for-profit, membership 

organization (funded by membership fees 

and sales). The IEC includes more than 

170 countries that represent 99% of world 

population and energy generation. 

The IEC provides a worldwide, neutral 

and independent platform where 20 000 

experts from the private and public 

sectors cooperate to develop state-of-

the-art, globally relevant IEC International 

Standards. These form the basis for testing 

and certification, and support economic 

development, protecting people and the 

environment. 

IEC work impacts around 20% of global 

trade (in value) and looks at aspects such 

as safety, interoperability, performance 

and other essential requirements for a 

vast range of technology areas, including 

energy, manufacturing, transportation, 

healthcare, homes, buildings or cities. 

The IEC administers four conformity 

assessment systems and provides a 

standardized approach to the testing and 

certification of components, products, 

systems, as well as the competence of 

persons. 

IEC work is essential for safety, quality 

and risk management. It helps make 

cities smarter, supports universal energy 

access and improves energy efficiency of 

devices and systems. It allows industry to 

consistently build better products, helps 

governments ensure long-term viability of 

infrastructure investments and reassures 

investors and insurers. 

Key figures

>170 
members and affiliates 

>200 

technical committees 

20 000 

experts from industry, test and research 

labs, government, academia and  

consumer groups 

>10 000 

international standards published 

4 
global conformity assessment systems 

>1 million 

conformity assessment certificates issued 

>100
years of expertise

A global network of more than 170 

countries that covers 99% of world 

population and electricity generation

Offers an affiliate country programme to 

encourage developing countries to get 

involved in the IEC free of charge

Develops international standards and runs 

four conformity assessment systems to 

verify that electronic and electrical products 

work safely and as they are intended to

IEC International Standards represent a 

global consensus of state-of-the-art 

know-how and expertise

A not-for-profit organization enabling global 

trade and universal electricity access
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For further information, please visit the IEC 

website at www.iec.ch. In the “Who we are” 

section, you can contact your local IEC 

National Committee directly. Alternatively, 

please contact the IEC Secretariat in 

Geneva, Switzerland or the nearest IEC 

Regional Centre.

IEC Secretariat

IEC − International Electrotechnical 

Commission

3 rue de Varembé 

PO Box 131

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

T   +41 22 919 0211

info@iec.ch

www.iec.ch

IEC-AFRC − Africa Regional Centre

7th Floor, Block One, Eden Square 

Chiromo Road, Westlands 

PO Box 856 

00606 Nairobi

Kenya

T   +254 20 367 3000

M  +254 791 010 491 / +254 704 937 706

Fax +254 20 374 0913

fya@iec.ch

IEC-APRC − Asia-Pacific Regional 

Centre

2 Bukit Merah Central #15-02

Singapore 159835

T    +65 6377 5173

Fax +65 6278 7573

dch@iec.ch

IEC-LARC − Latin America Regional 

Centre

Av. Paulista, 2300 – Pilotis Floor  

Cerqueira César 

São Paulo – SP – CEP 01310-300

Brazil

T   +55 11 2847 4672 

as@iec.ch

IEC-ReCNA − Regional Centre for 

North America

446 Main Street, 16th Floor

Worcester, MA 01608

USA

T    +1 508 755 5663

Fax +1 508 755 5669

pjl@iec.ch

IEC Conformity Assessment 
Systems

IECEE / IECRE Secretariat 

c/o IEC − International Electrotechnical 

Commission

3 rue de Varembé 

PO Box 131

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

T   +41 22 919 0211 

secretariat@iecee.org / secretariat@iecre.org

www.iecee.org / www.iecre.org

IECEx / IECQ Secretariat 

The Executive Centre

Australia Square, Level 33

264 George Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia

T    +61 2 4628 4690

Fax +61 2 4627 5285

info@iecex.com / info@iecq.org

www.iecex.com / www.iecq.org

Further information
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https://www.iec.ch/homepage
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalElectrotechnicalCommission
https://twitter.com/IECStandards
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-electrotechnical-commission-iec-/
https://www.pinterest.ch/iecstandards/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxGk_S_rnYyFBcTidgny7EA

