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Decarbonising the electricity sector by 2030 and achieving carbon neutrality by 2040

The Austrian federal government is committed to the Paris Agreement and to European climate change policy and has set 

ambitious targets, with the aim of positioning Austria as a pioneer of climate protection in Europe. The government’s policy 

programme for 2020 to 2024 includes its stated objective of achieving climate neutrality for Austria by 2040. The planned 

measures include phasing out the use of fossil fuels for building heating from 2021 onwards, “1 million roofs” photovoltaic 

programme, covering 100% of total electricity consumption (national balance) from renewable energy sources by 2030. 

An efficient transmission grid infrastructure forms the basis for the high security and reliability of supply of electrical energy. It 

represents the backbone of Austria as a business location and the basic prerequisite for further renewable energies expansion 

(wind power, photovoltaics, hydroelectric power plants and pumped storage plants) as well as the achievement of Austria’s and 

as a contribution to the European energy and climate targets. 

The Renewable Energies Expansion Act (EAG) passed in the Council of Ministers on 17 March 2021 by the Austrian Federal 

Government is now a first, important step towards climate neutrality. Specifically, the annual electricity generation from renewable 

energies is to be increased by 27 TWh by 2030, taking strict ecological criteria into account, with 11 TWh for photovoltaics, 

10 TWh for wind power, 5 TWh for hydropower and 1 TWh for biomass.

Austrian experts actively participate in the standardization of renewable energy sources. For example, in the field of wind energy 

generation systems, Austrian experts contribute to the work of IEC TC 88: Wind energy generation systems, in particular in the 

working groups JWG 1: Wind turbine gearboxes, JWG 25: Communications for monitoring and control of wind power plants, 

WG 27: Wind turbines – Electrical simulation models for wind power generation, PT 61400-8: Wind energy generation systems – 

Part 8: Design of wind turbine structural components, PT 61400-28: Wind energy generation systems – Part 28: Through life 

management and life extension of wind power assets, and PT 61400-31: Wind energy generation systems – Part 31: Siting Risk 

Assessment. Wind energy generation systems make a significant contribution to decarbonization and the achievement of carbon 

neutrality. 

Austrian experts also contribute to the work of IEC TC 82: Solar photovoltaic energy systems, especially in TC 82 working 

groups like WG 2: Modules, WG 3: Systems, WG 6: Components, WG 8: Cells, and PT 63092: Building integrated photovoltaics 

(BIPV). Standardization deliverables like IEC 60904, Photovoltaic devices, and IEC 61215, Terrestrial photovoltaic (PV) modules, 

set examples which support the safety and sustainable aspects of PV systems and which are adopted as national standards in 

Austria.

https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1282
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:14:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:2824,25
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:14:501941846527752::::FSP_ORG_ID:2828
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:14:501941846527752::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:5613,34
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:14:501941846527752::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:21872,25
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:14:501941846527752::::FSP_ORG_ID:22048
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:14:501941846527752::::FSP_ORG_ID:27242
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:7:::::FSP_ORG_ID:1276
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:14:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:2753,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:14:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:2750,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:14:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:2749,25
https://www.iec.ch/ords/f?p=103:14:501941846527752::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:10868,25
https://www.iec.ch/dyn/www/f?p=103:14:511726579469343::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:21213,25
https://webstore.iec.ch/searchform&q=IEC%2060904
https://webstore.iec.ch/searchform&q=IEC%2061215

