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Adopting IEC Standards in relevant sectors

Bhutan is already a carbon-negative country. Bhutan Standards Bureau (BSB) aims to help the country maintain this achievement 

but also contribute to a significant decrease in waste (including e-waste) by 2030. To achieve this, a comprehensive plan of 

action has been already put into place, along the following guidelines:

� Adopting IEC International Standards as Bhutan standards in the most relevant sectors, for instance concerning the energy 

efficiency of appliances.

� Promotion of the use of electric vehicles (EVs) – In its effort to reduce vehicular emissions, the country aims to replace 70% 

of road-based vehicles by EVs in the next 14 years. 

� Promotion of the use of LED lamps, and the use of star ratings for appliances. BSB has adopted some of the IEC Standards 

on LED lamps to promote and encourage regulators and consumers.

� Regulators in Bhutan are promoting and encouraging the use of energy-saving appliances. Energy efficiency delivers many 

environmental benefits. It notably reduces GHG emissions, direct emissions from fossil fuel combustion or consumption, 

and indirect emissions reductions from electricity generation.  

� Zero Waste Hour – Coinciding with the coronation day of His Majesty the Fourth King of Bhutan, on 2 June 2019, Bhutan 

initiated the concept of Zero Waste Hour “My Waste, My Responsibility” which is observed on the second day of every 

month.

� Signature Garden – All offices and institutions, both government and private, are encouraged to have a garden on their 

respective office premises in order to showcase their creativity and solidarity towards environmental stewardship. The 

notification was issued on 9 August 2022.

Bhutan is hopeful that all these small steps continued over the next decades will make a massive difference in the fight against 

climate change that is already happening and impacting the world around us.

http://www.bsb.gov.bt

